-y

Declassified ih Part - Sanitized CoBy Approved for Release 2013/02/12 : CIA-RDP80S01540R002900060004-6

50X1-HUM

This D ! \ £ .{ the Na-
tional Defense of the United States, within the mean-
ing of Title 18, Sections 783 and 784, of the U.8. Code, as

. INFORMATION REPORT L e e i o i

: CENTRAL._‘-{'NTEALI.IGENCE AGENCY

by law. The reproduction of this form is prohibited.
N A

SECREJ?/CONTROL - US OFFICIALS ONLY -

50X1-HUM
[ SECURITY INFORMAT.ON
.. COUNTRY- - [BSR (Latvian SSR) ‘ ' REPORT
" suBcT - Latvian Reactions to the Arrest of DATE DISR. 30 September 1953
o k Lavrentiy P, Beriya . ‘ Lo - .
o R R : NO. OF PAGES .
" DATE OF INFO. ‘ REQUIREMENT NO. RD
PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES = - © '50X1-HUM.

7’ THE SOURCE EVALUA‘MONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE.

© THE APPRAISAL OF .CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. oL _
_(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE) . : 50X1-HUM

1. The arrest of Lavrentiy P. Beriya came as a surprise to persons in Latvia;
however, their reaction was not uniform, - Some rejoiced that the greatest
executioner of the Cheka, who was responsible for the sorrows of so many
mothers and orphans, had met his doom, ' Others.feared that the policy of
more leniency toward national- interests, whlch Beriya had sponsored, would
receive a setback,

2, No partlcular changes. in politics had yet been observed in Latvia as the
' 'result of Beriya's remova.l

3. The only 1ni‘ormat10n; available concérning relations between the Pért.y and
the MVD comes from the Soviet press, but from this, it may be concluded that ..
the complete subordination of the MVD to the Party can be expected, -
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